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The Star Salt Caster Company 

By Dan Edminster 

 

George B. Richardson of Boston, Massachusetts, received a patent for an “Improved Salt Bottle or 

Caster” on December 3, 1867.  This patent, number 71,643, would form the basis of the founding of the 

Star Salt Caster Company some ten years later. The company defended the Richardson patent vigorously 

and aggressively over the years as it was the primary marketing pitch of their product line.   

Richardson’s invention was basically a small metal rod with multiple projections on each end.  This 

device was placed inside the salt bottle and shaken, the motion of which would break up and pulverize 

the clumped salt, thereby allowing it to flow more freely through the perforations in the cap. The device 

is depicted here.  Note the patent date is visible on the ends of the pulverizer. 

 

 

 

Trade card, top of page, courtesy Dick Sheaff. 



Chronological entries from the Boston City Directories for The Star Salt Caster Company: 

• 1876 -- no entry -- 

• 1877 103 Milk, factory, 69 Haverhill, T.S. Ransom president 

• 1878 161 Franklin, factory, 56 Beverly, T.S. Ransom, president 

• 1879 161 Franklin, factory, 56 Beverly, T.S. Ransom, president 

• 1880 161 Franklin, factory, 66 Beverly, T.S. Ransom president   

• 1881 88 Purchase, T.S. Ransom president 

• 1882 88 Purchase, G.A. Wadley, president 

• 1883 -- no entry -- 

 

The Star Salt Caster Company was incorporated in Connecticut on April 24, 1876. A legal notice in the 

Hartford Courant on January 19, 1877, reads: 

 

“We, the subscribers, hereto, do hereby associate ourselves together, for the purpose of 

organizing a corporation under, and by virtue of the general laws of the state of Connecticut, and 

purchasing certain patent rights, machinery, moulds, dies, tools, implements and fixtures 

mentioned in a certain agreement with one Francis L. King of even date herewith; also any other 

patents relating to the business, that may be deemed expedient by the company, and carrying on 

a general business of manufacturing and selling salt casters the corporation to be known as  

THE STAR SALT CASTER COMPANY.” 

 

The Articles of Association note that the principal office is to be located in Hartford, Connecticut and 

that the capital stock is to be fixed at twenty-five thousand dollars with each share being valued at 

twenty-five dollars and distributed as follows: 

Name   Residence  Shares  Value 

• Geo. B. Richardson Boston, Mass  400  $10,000 

• J. A. Sanborn  Medford, Mass  200  5,000 

• Francis L. King  Boston, Mass  196  4,900 

• H.E. Pitkin  Hartford, Conn.  2  50 

• K.D. Pitkin  Hartford, Conn  2  50 

 

A little biographical and background information about the principal players: 

J. A. Sanborn was the first company treasurer and served until around 1879-80.  A cursory search turned 

up no additional biographical information on Sanborn.  From 1880 through 1882, G. F. Wadley was listed 

in the Boston City Directories as the Secretary & Treasurer of the Star Salt Caster Company. 



Francis L. King was born in 1827.  He was a practicing attorney, having been admitted to the Suffolk bar 

on April 10, 1863 (Bench and Bar).  He was also an avid inventor.  Some of his inventions include a 

boring machine, a machine for dressing stone, and an eggbeater.  He was also assigned at least four 

design patents pertaining to doorknobs by Alonzo E. Young, some of whose other patents are noted in 

the Star Salt Caster Company’s advertisements.  Young’s design patents were assigned to King in 1872, 

so it appears that King was somehow involved in the manufacture of doorknobs years before the 

company was formed. According to one of the early advertisements (posted on the following page), 

Francis L. King must have assumed the initial role of president of the company and was subsequently 

succeeded by Theodore S. Ransom. 

 

George B. Richardson was, of course, the patentee upon which all this enterprise revolved.  In addition 

to the widely known patent, George B. Richardson also patented another Spice or Salt Bottle in 1878. 

The major claims were about the design of the top which consisted of a fine metal mesh, or screen, 

affixed to the threaded cap. The author has seen caps like this before and was unaware at the time what 

their purpose was.   Both of his related patents are posted below. 

 

 

George B. Richardson’s patents for caster bottles: Pat. No. 71,643 dated December 3, 1867, and Pat. 

No. 198,998 dated January 8, 1878. 



 

Theodore Sedgwick Ransom was born on November 24, 1839, and died on April 3, 1893, in New York, 

where he had lived for some time.  His obituary posted in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle noted that “… in 1870 

[he] was made chemist of the New England Glass company and President of the Star Caster Company, 

both large manufacturing concerns in the city of Boston. He was subsequently a partner in the firm of J. 

Kittel and Co. of New York, extensive importers of pottery.”  During various years of the late 1860’s and 

early 1870’s his occupation is listed as “Traveling Agent.”  His 1880 Federal Census entry lists his 

occupation as “Agent, Glass Ware.”  

 

In 1863, Horace Edward Pitkin joined up with his older brother, William L. Pitkin (b. April 16, 1830, d. 

February 17, 1985), to form W. L. & H. E. Pitkin in Hartford, Connecticut.  William was a well-known and 

experienced silversmith, and together they built a business that would endure over thirty-one years.  In 

addition to the manufacturing of silver items, they also built up a substantial business re-plating older 

silver goods to extend their life.  The firm closed on July 1, 1894.  As far as K. D. Pitkin goes, this may 

refer to Horace’s wife, Katie D. Pitkin.  Little else was found. 

 

 

Advertisements for W. L. & H. E. Pitkin. Left side, top to bottom, as found in The Hartford Courant: November 11, 1863, 

October 9, 1883, and May 22, 1877.  The advertisement on the right is from the Hartford City Directory, 1876. 

 



 

 

A legal notice in the Hartford Weekly Times on March 21, 1878, noting that the company amended their 

Articles of Association to include “And manufacturing and selling House Furnishing Hardware, and all 

business incidental to the proper management thereof.”  Surely this was related to their doorknob 

trade. 

 

A legal notice in the Hartford Weekly Times on November 28, 1878, noting that the company had 

increased their capital stock from $30,000 to $50,000, each share valued at $25.00. 

 



 

 

 

 

The company last appeared in the Boston directories in 1882. The legal notice above was posted in the 

Hartford Courant on October 20, 1882.  This is around the time the Star Salt Caster Company is thought 

to have gone out of business.   The author can find no additional information on its closure; was there a 

bankruptcy or just disbanding of the partnership? In the legal notice George F. Wadley is identified as 

Secretary.  Wadley was listed in the resident’s section of the Boston directories as the 

secretary/treasurer of the Star Salt Caster Company from 1880-1882.  In the business section of the 

1882 directory, he was listed as the company president and T. S. Ransom no longer appears in the 

Boston directory.  In 1883 G. F. Wadley was listed as “Removed to Colorado.” 

 

By mid-1882 at the latest, the Meriden Britannia Company had “...purchased all patents, machinery, 

tools, stock, &c. of the STAR SALT CASTER CO.” Some catalog images from the time following the closure 

are depicted in the appendices that follow.  The company was gone, but the products that it 

manufactured endured. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Medals won at the Twelfth (no. 835) and Thirteenth (no. 922) Exhibitions of the Massachusetts Charitable 

Mechanic Association held in varying locations in Boston in 1878 and 1881, respectively. 

 

 

 

An advertisement, circa early 1877, noting Francis L. King as president.  King was succeeded soon thereafter by 

Theodore S. Ransom. 



 

 

A wonderful display ad from The Boston Globe on December 14, 1879, gearing up for the Christmas holiday 

season.  The Star Salt Caster Company produced and imported a vast array of shakers over the years.  They made 

two- and four-bottle caster sets and pressed and cut-glass shakers.  All their ads feature the Richardson patent 

breaker in some manner, and many mention it by name, as seen below from the Crockery & Glass Journal in 1878. 

 

 



 

A case between Star and Charles P. Grossman as reported in The Boston Post on October 10, 1878, 

regarding the use of similar methods to break up salt. The case was in reference to Grossman’s patent 

number 39,889 for an Improved Castor Bottle which was granted on September 15, 1863.  An example 

of Grossman’s shaker (author’s collection) is seen above. 

 

 

Here, Star Salt Caster Company vs. Dana K. Alden.  This dispute arose over the rotary salt agitator 

patented by Hiram J. White and assigned to Alden.  This was patent number 198,554 granted on 

December 25, 1877.  An example of the Alden Salt Caster Company “Family” shaker is shown.  This was 

reported in the Boston Evening Transcript on February 23, 1882.  Shaker image courtesy Daniel Baldwin. 



 

Advertisement from The American Exporter, 1878. 

 

Patents noted in the above advertisement: 

Patent Date  Pat. No.  Patentee  Invention 

• November 6, 1877 196, 852 Alonzo E. Young  Attaching shank to doorknob 

• January 29, 1878 199,771 Alonzo E. Young  Doorknob extension 

• January 29, 1878 199,743 Theodore S. Ransom Enamel-coated fork & knife 

handles 

 

Design patents of Alonzo E. Young for glass doorknobs conveyed to Francis L. King in 1872. 



 

 

The author believes that the shaker on the left, which bears Richardson’s patent date of December 3, 

1867, around the bottom of the base, was manufactured prior to the formation of The Star Salt Caster 

Company in 1876 as this style shaker does not appear in any of the numerous advertisements the 

author has discovered.  The shaker on the right is the “PLAIN SALOON” and is depicted in many different 

company advertisements.  As can be seen, the salt breaker has been used (possibly abused!) excessively 

and the ends are peened inward.   

 



 

Three more STAR SALTS.  On the left is the FLUTE.  The center shaker was named “Richardson” by Arthur 

G. Peterson.  This shaker is the “little brother” of the shaker on the left in the previous image and is also 

believed to pre-date the formation of The Star Salt Caster Company.  Lastly, is the PLAIN INDIVIDUAL, 

the shorter version of the PLAIN SALOON seen above.  FLUTE image courtesy Tom Foozer; others from 

eBay auctions.  

 

 

The resolution of this image is terrible in a larger size, hence the diminutive picture!  This shaker was 

sold by Green Valley Auctions along with a group of other shakers in 2008.  This is referred to as the “#6 

Individual Cut Glass” shaker in the company advertisement, and as the “No. 317 SALOON” in the 

Meriden Britannia Company ad in the appendix. The author is uncertain whether this was made in two 

sizes as the “saloon” designation generally refers to a larger-sized shaker with greater capacity. 

 



 

In her article entitled “Star Salts – The Duncan Connection,” Neila Bredehoft made the discovery that 

George Duncan & Sons produced at least some of the shakers for The Star Salt Caster Company.  She 

had uncovered an entry for “Star Salts – Patented” in a price list dated September 1, 1877.   Sid 

Lethbridge provided the author with the following catalog cut from a circa 1880 Duncan catalog which 

depicts these shakers.  Based upon the apparent popularity of Star Salts in general, and the amount of 

advertising that the company did, it seems probable that they had more than one glasshouse employed 

in their production. 

 

 

Star Salts from the George Duncan & Sons catalog circa 1880.  The engravers of the time were so detailed, that if 

the image is enlarged, the patent information of the ends of the breakers can be read!  Catalog image courtesy 

Sid Lethbridge. 



 

 

 

 

 

A glowing testimonial that appeared in The American Exporter in 1878.  It’s a little fuzzy but was the only copy 

that the author could locate.  Hopefully the reader can interpret the out-of-focus print! 

 

 



 

A small article from the Crockery & Glass Journal on March 7, 1888. 

 

An advertisement from Rogers, Smith & Company, Meriden, Connecticut, showing Longwy, Craquele Glass in assorted colors, 

and other shakers from the 1882 Electro Gold and Silver Plate Catalog, along with a shaker from the author’s collection.      

Ad from Arthur G. Peterson, Glass Salt Shakers: 1000 Patterns, 1970, p. 178. 
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Full page advertisement from The Crockery & Glass Journal, 1878. 



 

 

APPENDIX A: 

“Catalogue of Star Salts Manufactured by The Meriden Britannia Company” 

Catalogue of Star Salts Manufactured by The Meriden Britannia Company from the Joslin Hall Rare Books                       

Catalog #361, A Selection of Books & Ephemera for Spring, 2016. 

 The catalog reads: 

“Having purchased all patents, machinery, tools, stock, &c. of the STAR SALT CASTER CO., we take 

pleasure in presenting this Catalogue of STAR SALTS, embracing a larger variety of desirable goods than 

before shown. New patterns will be constantly added, making our assortment at all times complete.  Your 

trade is solicited: all orders will receive prompt attention.  Any infringements of this patent will be 

severely and promptly dealt with. 

MERIDEN BRITANNIA CO. 

October 1st, 1882.” 

The following pages are from a copy of the catalog in the archives of the Meriden Historical Society.  It is reprinted 

here in its entirety, with actual examples of some of the shakers depicted in the catalog. 



 

Shaker images from the author’s collection. 



 

Shaker images: Worthpoint, author’s collection, Worthpoint. 



 

Shaker images: left and center from Worthpoint, right courtesy of Jay Rogers. 

 



Shaker images from Worthpoint. 

 



Shaker images: Left courtesy of Jay Rogers, center and right from Worthpoint. 

 



 



 

 

As can be seen, many of these shakers are imported and include Dresden, Longwy, Bohemian, Japanese 

and Chinese wares.  Shaker #209 was manufactured by Bates, Gildea & Walker, Burslem, England, circa 

1878-1881.  This is part of their YOKOHAMA line.  Shaker #202 was made by Ridgways, also English, and 

is part of their HAWTHORNDEN lines, and was also produced in green and blue.  This shaker bears an 

English Registry Mark indicating the pattern having been registered on April 15, 1880. 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX B: 

This undated Meriden Britannia Company catalog is believed to be circa 1877, or later.  There are the 

remnants of a medallion from the 1876 Exposition, so it must post-date that event.  Images were 

provided by John Mount, who had posted this catalog to an ephemera group on Facebook.  The catalog 

is in rough shape, missing almost all its pages, and much of the remaining pages are water damaged.  Of 

the roughly 125 pages of the original, only twenty pages remain. Fortunately, the page of Star Salts was 

virtually intact, albeit water-damaged, and was the last numbered page in the index. 

 

 



 

 

This catalog page is interesting in that it notes that the “FLUTED” and “SALOON” bottles were available 

in both cut and engraved versions.  To date, the author has not seen any examples of these 

cut/engraved versions of Star Salts. 



Below are two full pages from the Meriden Britannia Co. Catalog of Gold and Silver Plate, Meriden, 

Conn., 1886-87 which feature Star Salts.  They acquired the lines around 1882, so they apparently 

remained popular, and seemingly expanded the selection to include many porcelain shakers. 

 

 

Page 254, Meriden Britannia Catalog, circa 1886-87. 

 

 

 



 

 

Page 255, Meriden Britannia Catalog, circa 1886-87. 

 

 



 

 

 

While positive attribution is nearly impossible, these two porcelain shakers in the author’s collection are 

virtually identical to STAR SALTS AND PEPPERS on page 254 of the Meriden Britannia Company catalog 

reproduced above.  These shakers are consistent with numbers 261 and 267 respectively, albeit with 

slight differences in the decoration.   They even have the gilt band as seen in the catalog image.   

 

 

 



 

 

This beautifully executed mustard pot and shaker are consistent with the catalog image for item number 

255 on page 254 of the catalog above.  These items are porcelain, not glass, and part of a three-piece 

set. Arthur G. Peterson called this pattern “Bird and Fly.”  Image courtesy Brad Gougeon. 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX C: 

The Curious Connection of Alonzo E. Young, John W. Haines, and The Boston Silver Glass Company. 

The Boston Silver Glass Company operated from 1857 to 1871 in Cambridge, Massachusetts, with a 

showroom in Boston.  They produced a wide variety of glass items including tableware, lamps, lamp 

reflectors, doorknobs, and more. Young and Haines were the original principals in the company. At some 

point, J. H. Dyer joined the firm as noted in the second advertisement below.  

 

 

Advertisement for The Boston Silver Glass Company.  Courtesy Sid Lethbridge. 

 

 

Advertisement from the Boston Post, April 3, 1867.  Note J.H. Dyer now a partner. 



 

 

 

Above are two patents granted to Alonzo E. Young on September 5, 1865.  The patent numbers are 

49,840 and 49,841.  Both patents were assigned to both Young and John W. Haines.  The one on the left 

has a silvered glass base and a pressed glass bottle holder, similar to the example shown below.  The 

second caster is merely pressed and not silvered.  These two casters are quite like the ones depicted in 

the advertisement at the top of this appendix. 

 

Alonzo E. Young was born in March 1813 and died on February 18, 1901.  Selected census entries are 

listed as follows: 

Year  State/Fed. Occupation 

• 1860  Federal  Glass Silverer 

• 1865  State  Glass Manufacturing 

• 1870  Federal  Silvered Glass Manufacturer 

• 1880  Federal  Glass Manufacturing 

(Boston City directory entries for 1874-76 note “silver glass door knobs.” 

 



 

Alonzo E. Young’s connection to The Star Salt Caster Company is outlined in the main article.  He was 

somewhat of a prolific inventor, having several patents to his name including no fewer than nine for 

doorknobs, three for glass casters, and one for a glass mould.   

 

 

 

Caster set marked with Young’s Pat. No. 35,799 & dated July 1, 1862.                                                                      

Caster photo courtesy of Jay Rogers. 

 

Like Alonzo E. Young, John W. Haines held several patents including a number for doorknobs, a silvered 

glass reflector for a kerosene bracket lamp, a glass piano key, a method of decorating composite 

kerosene lamps, the saltshaker with inwardly protruding glass “nubs” that is known by collectors as “The 



Haines shaker,” and the apparatus necessary to manufacture that shaker.  His earliest patents appear to 

be circa 1865 and pertain to forming and silvering glass items.  Haines is also known to have worked for 

the Union Glass Company, Somerville, Mass., having assigned one of his patents to them in 1872.  His 

tenure there may have come after the end of The Boston Silver Glass Co. circa 1871. 

 

 

John W. Haines’ patent for a ”Mold for Blowing Glass Vessels, Pat. No. 207,656, dated September 3, 1878 can be 

seen on the right.  The patent on the shaker was granted three months earlier having Pat. No. 204,564, dated 

June 4, 1878.  Blue Haines shaker courtesy Scott Beale. 

 

One must wonder if there was a connection between the Boston Silver Glass Company ending around 

1871, Francis L. King somewhere in the middle, and the beginning of The Star Salt Caster Company 

around 1876, especially considering that Alonzo E. Young was a party to both firms, and both companies 

produced silvered glass doorknobs, and likely other similar products. 

 


